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For me there has to be complete openness throughout the process
of painting. That means forbearing to stick to any program,
subject, composition, colour register. | have to feel its possible to
change everything.

| try to stay blind to its future, taking no heed for possible or even
probable consequences, just trying to enter but at every point
trying to hold my sense of conviction that it’s this colour, in this
place, in this way.

It's a finding process until a point arrives when it becomes a
following process, following the inevitabilities. If | can concentrate
and not become ambitious, eventually | will come round a corner
to see a surprising resolution before me, something | could never
have thought up.

It helps me to remember a saying of the 7th century Zen master,
Hui-neng—'From the first, not a thing is’.
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Kerry Johns grew up in coastal Queensland. After graduating as an art teacher,
she studied painting at the John Ogburn Studio, Sydney. She continued her studies
by drawing from the old masters for two years in European museums. Kerry
Johns has been a practising artist for over thirty years and a frequent exhibitor in
regional and commercial galleries in Australia and overseas. The notion of place is
a recurring motif in her work reflecting her childhood landscape and the coastal
environment of the Eurobodalla region where she now lives.

Selected recent exhibitions

201 | New work, vy Hill Gallery, Wapengo NSW

2009 New work, vy Hill Gallery, Wapengo NSW

2008 New work, Katoomba Fine Art, Katoomba NSW

2008 Basil Sellers Art Prize Eurobodalla (winner)

2008 Paddington Art Prize (finalist)

2007 Art of the South East, Moruya, NSW

2006 Basil Sellers Art Prize, Eurobodalla (finalist)

2006 Passages, Katoomba Fine Art, Katoomba NSW

2005 Kedumba Drawing Award (acquired)

2004 Landmarks, Ezair Gallery, New York
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